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Encouraging personal 
determination 

and perseverance
to achieve

Stimulating curiosity

Engaging within 
our international 

community 
and our country

Nurturing individual 
talent and strengths

Valuing mutual respect 
and team spirit

Empowering independent 
academic learning

Hillcrest 
inspires each child 
to achieve personal 

excellence as a 
valuable member 

of our global 
community

Welcome to Hillcrest Secondary, 
where students grow into effective 
young adults!
Welcome to Hillcrest Secondary, where students grow into effective 
young adults!  Hillcrest Secondary School has a unique and long 
standing reputation within East Africa. Our cultural diversity; academic, 
creative and sporting prowess and wide-ranging opportunities provided 
to broaden the mind, body and spirit are well-established.  We equip our 
students to develop into effective young adults and world citizens. 

We aim to ensure Semper Prospice (Always Looking Forward) is a 
lifelong mission, achieving this through partnership with parents, 
support staff and governors. The cohesive community and low student-
teacher ratios enable our students to be stimulated and challenged 
academically. Each student is encouraged to aim high and is supported 
to achieve personal examination success — opening the door to further 
and higher education and their chosen career path. The success of past 
students, in extraordinarily diverse fields, testifies to this part of our 
history and achievement. 

Many of the young people who join us now will be preparing for jobs 
that do not even exist today. It is crucial, therefore, that we help them 
develop a passion for lifelong learning and a wide range of skills.  
Nevertheless, we acknowledge that learning does not solely happen in 
the classroom. Students broaden their minds through being challenged, 
and at Hillcrest this could be speaking for Ghana at the Model UN, 
excelling in the sporting arena, climbing Mount Kilimanjaro, playing in 
the orchestra or singing in the musical performance ‘Grease’. 

We are a cohesive and caring community which believes in traditional 
values; we are very proud of everyone who plays their part.  Our 
students leave as confident, well-rounded young people, ready and keen 
to take their place in society. 

John Eveson 
Hillcrest Secondary Headteacher
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“.... they are curious and resilient, are interested in the world around 
them, and are keen to achieve the best of which they are capable. 
Outside the classroom, their achievement in a wide variety of activities, 
many of which are led by the pupils themselves, is excellent.”
- Extract from the recent inspection report from the Independent Schools Inspectorate
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At Hillcrest, we follow the British National Curriculum, 
while making the most of the opportunities provided 
by our environment and location in Kenya. The breadth 
of the curriculum offered at both IGCSE (Years 9 – 11) 
and A Level (Years 12 – 13) is second to none.  The 
Cambridge International Examinations board is our 
preferred choice of syllabus in the majority of subject 
areas.  Each year, our students scoop awards for their 
performance at both national and international levels.

Most recent awards; 
Winner of the Future Achievers International 
Scholarship program from Canadian Future Achievers
CIE Top in Kenya Award 2015 for Literature
CIE Top in Kenya Award 2015  for English Language
CIE Top in Kenya Award 2015 for Biology

Junior Secondary level students in Year 9 (13 – 14 
years old) follow Key Stage 3 compulsory subjects plus 
additional elective options. Year 9 is viewed as the first 
year of IGCSE preparation and students begin selecting 
some option subjects in preparation for IGCSEs.  At 
Hillcrest, we offer a range of eight languages out 
of which a Year 9 student selects two and have a 
dedicated team of teachers delivering the PSHCE 
(Personal, Social, Health and Community Education) 
programme once every two weeks. A full range of 
subjects available may be found on our website. 

At Middle Secondary level, Years 10 and 11 (14 – 
16 years old), students choose up to 10 subjects 
to study for their IGCSEs. Students select these 
subjects in Term three of Year 9 allowing them plenty 
of experience in the classroom in order to make 
informed decisions. Selections include a minimum 
of six compulsory academic subjects and a number 
of optional subjects, choosing from a diverse range 
(please see our website for details). 

In the Sixth Form, Years 12 and 13 (16 – 18 years old), 
Hillcrest follows the A Level curriculum, offering 
AS and A level qualifications. This examination level 
encompasses advanced and challenging academic 
work with fewer subjects and higher expectations of 
students’ standard of work with a strong emphasis 
on independent study. By offering a broad range of 
subjects, with teaching styles tailored to suit individual 
needs, Hillcrest empowers students to explore their 
passions and follow courses in a range of subjects at 
varying levels and depths.

In the near future, Hillcrest will be expanding the 
options for students with the introduction of BTEC 

Academic opportunities
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courses.  BTEC courses provide practical knowledge and 
skills and can be taken in conjunction with A Levels.  Initial 
BTEC courses are likely to include Business Studies as well 
as others. 

Academic progress is monitored rigorously by the 
Headteacher, the Deputy Head, Form Tutors and Subject 
Teachers against Baseline Tests taken at the start of each 
academic year.  Year 9’s sit for their Midyis, Year 10’s and 
11’s for their Yellis and Year 12’s sit for Alis. These Baseline 
tests are “Curriculum-free” and assess the key areas of 
Vocabulary, Mathematics and non-verbal skills.  
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Integrating Technology
At Hillcrest we believe that technology provides a way 
for us to improve and strengthen our teaching and 
the learning of our students. Since September 2014, 
Hillcrest has operated an ambitious 1-to-1 device 
programme across the whole Secondary school. 
Every child from Year 9 – 13 has a school-approved 
device, which they carry with them for use in class. The 
teaching of ICT skills is integrated into the curriculum 
and students use ICT tools in all subjects; Computer 
Science is also offered as an academic subject.

VLE - extending learning beyond
the classroom 
Hillcrest subscribes to a Virtual Learning Environment 
— an online tool that brings together teachers, 
students and parents — allowing parents to easily 
engage with their child’s learning, by checking 
homework, timetables and subject specific pages. For 
students, it is easy to access all the resources they 
need to stay organised with their school work, projects, 
revision and homework, all in one place. 

Learning Support at all levels
Our vision is underpinned by the recognition 
that every child is unique and we respond to 
this with a personalised approach for every 
student. The Learning Support Department 
supports students with specific learning 
difficulties or differences, as well as Gifted 
and Talented learners, to develop the skills 
required to become independent, confident 
learners within the school environment.  
To achieve this, we have a permanent staff 
of specialist learning support teachers in 
Maths, English, English as an Additional 
Language (EAL) and Focus training.

All students are screened on entry to the 
school and are monitored throughout their 
time at Hillcrest to ensure that no one goes 
without help if it is needed. Those who are 
identified as needing specialist help are 
referred to an Educational Psychologist for 
a full assessment of their learning styles 
and any difficulties. 
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What are the AS / A2 / A level 
qualifications?
What are the AS / A2 / A level 
qualifications? The AS (Advanced 
Subsidiary) is a qualification forming 
the first unit of study of the A level, it is 
intended to be more ‘accessible’ both 
in terms of its content and assessment, 
representing the first half of the full A 
level.  It has also been designed, and is 
recognised, as a separate qualification. 

The A2 is the second unit of study and 
contributes to the full A-level.  It is more 
demanding and assessed to a higher level.  
The A2 is not a qualification in its own right.  
An A level is awarded only after students 
have successfully completed both the AS 
and A2 units of their chosen subject. A 
flexible system, this allows the opportunity 
for a broader curriculum and greater 
choice without sacrificing depth or reducing 
the standard of the GCE A level. 

Through these, teachers get a good understanding 
of students’ aptitude for learning and potential.  
Using the assessment feedback teachers can 
monitor performance and measure progress. The 
assessments offer predictors of students’ future 
attainment in specific subjects, enabling teachers to 
set motivational targets and to maximise potential.  
The Baseline grades act as minimum floor targets 
only.  Students who are underachieving are identified 
by subject teachers and are then monitored closely 
by the Head of Year, Deputy Head Academic and 
Headteacher as part of the School’s intervention plan. 

“Parents are kept well informed 
about their children’s progress 
and about what is happening and 
are given good opportunities to be 
involved in the life of the schools.”
- Extract from the recent inspection report from
  the Independent Schools Inspectorate

“Teachers value and make appropriate 
use of the excellent support provided for 
individual pupils with SEND and EAL.”
- Extract from the recent inspection report from the Independent Schools Inspectorate
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A key part of Hillcrest Secondary School’s holistic approach to 
education is the broad range of co-curricular activities and learning 
experiences which complement academic learning.  Developing 
attitudes of cooperation and teamwork, as well as opportunities to 
explore individual talents, pupils learn diverse skills.  

Music
Within the vibrant music department, musical talent 
is nurtured and students are encouraged to extend 
themselves through different forums. To consolidate 
their talents, Music and Music Technology can be 
studied to A Level.

Individual instrument and voice lessons are available 
both during the day or before and after school hours.  
Students also value teamwork in the School Choir, an 
elite Chamber Choir known as ‘The Twelve’, the Wind 
Band, String Ensemble, Guitar Groups and the School 
Orchestra. A number of budding school bands have 
also been created and students have the opportunity 
to join the National Youth Orchestra and the Youth 
Choir Kenya. In 2015 Hillcrest worked with Dominic 
Peckham, a renowned choral conductor, to initiate 
a Youth Choir in Kenya, a project which continues to 
gain momentum with plans to run a third residential 
workshop event in August 2017. 

Drama and the Performing Arts 
Drama is a thriving part of the school curriculum and 
is offered to A level. Also playing a large part in co-
curricular activities, there are regular performances 
by students, in a range of dramatic genres so all can 
be involved, from straight plays, to devised pieces, 

Exploring diverse
interests - Creative Arts
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dance and musical theatre. We work together with the 
Youth Theatre of Kenya to promote the growth of the 
Performing Arts within Kenya. 

Design and Technology
A wonderful opportunity for hands-on creativity with 
a variety of materials, students learn how to create 
a design, and then put that design into practise — 
developing creative skills for life! 

Year 9s can make fabulous model safari cars, designed 
to master the terrain of the school grounds with an 
annual Safari Rally. As students work towards their 
IGCSE, skills are honed further as, for example, they 
build a real guitar, a lawn chair, a treasure box or a 
croquet set. We are the only school in Kenya to offer 
Resistant Materials DT as an A level course for Year 12 
and 13.

Art
Offering students the opportunity to harness their 
artistic skills, our Art Department provides for drawing, 
painting, sculpture, pottery, photography, fabric and 
screen printing. Alongside the day-to-day lessons, there 
are a variety of art and photography activities, with trips 
outside of school to capture the wonders of Kenya on 
screen, paper or as a still image in photography. 
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Sport plays a significant part in the life of 
Hillcrest and we pride ourselves in our 
enviable reputation with every pupil having 
the opportunity to represent the school in 
the various leagues, as well as at a national 
level. Students can study academic PE to 
IGCSE level as well as enjoy many co- and 
extracurricular options. Students receive 
expert coaching from our staff and are 
able to make the most of our beautiful and 
extensive grounds, developing a long term 
healthy lifestyle.  

The School’s sporting expertise includes 
Hockey, Basketball, Rugby, Football, 
Tennis, Squash, Equestrian, Swimming, 
Netball, Rounders, Fencing and Athletics. 
Students develop an appreciation for team 
spirit as well as perseverance. Inter-house 
competitions encourage camaraderie and 
often revolve around sporting activities as 
well as other contests. Whether developing 
our elite performers or opening-up sport 
for everyone, we make sure all abilities are 
catered for and that everyone is challenged, 
extended and encouraged to meet and 
exceed their potential.

Sport - Developing team 
spirit and perseverance 

S e m p e r  P r o s p i c e
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Our vision is to inspire each child to achieve 
their individual potential and; vital to this are 
our extracurricular activities which link into 
and develop the co-curricular programme. 
Subject areas range from outdoor activities, 
music, drama and art, to life skills and 
community work. Friday afternoons are 
dedicated to Clubs, while other activities are 
offered during lunch breaks and before / 
after school.  

The diversity of opportunities to explore and 
learn new skills is enormous. Each term 
new Clubs and activities are offered — with 
selection driven by demand. Some of the 
activities we run include:

Fencing: 
A Friday afternoon activity, run by a Kenyan 
Archery Olympiad who was the Kenyan flag 
bearer at Rio Olympics this year.

Music/Art and Drama: 
Termly productions, shows and exhibitions, 
as well as international tours provide an 
opportunity for all ages and abilities to 
get involved — either performing or in 
backstage technical roles.

International Junior Science 
Olympiad and the International 
Young Physicist Tournaments:
An opportunity for our elite science students 
to compete against other students from 
around the world.

Survival Club:
Run by a real life adventurer, students learn 
how to survive in the wild — building fires, 
creating shelters, finding food and water.

Publications Club: 
An opportunity for our talented journalists 
and photographers to plan and prepare the 
school magazine. 

International MUN: 
Students compete annually on an 
international level against their counterparts 
from other schools. This is a chance to 
practise their debating and presentation 
skills.

The President’s Award: 
This encourages students to focus on 
their educational interests and improve or 
enhance their abilities through engaging in 
challenging projects that bolster personal 
achievements and growth.

Other popular Clubs include:
Sign Language / Computer Programming 
Club / Cooking Club / Business Club / 
Community Projects /Sewing and Beadwork 
/ Squash / KSPCA / Football / Horse Riding

Encouraging 
exploration through 
extracurricular 
activities

“Pupils achieve extremely well in a wide-range 
of extracurricular activities, with achievements 
in sport being particularly noteworthy”
- Extract from the recent inspection report from the Independent Schools Inspectorate
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The welfare and safety of the children in 
our care is of paramount importance to all 
of us at Hillcrest. Students are specifically 
supported by Tutors in small tutor groups, 
Form teachers and our in-house Counsellor.  
Our house system creates bonds between 
students of different ages and encourages 
responsibility for the new students by older 
ones. Strong policies are actively enforced in 
terms of bullying and child safety. These can 
found on our website. 

Our Senior Leaders are trained annually on 
Safeguarding and Child Protection issues 
and our Health & Safety policy is reviewed 
regularly. First Aid is administered by our 
resident school nurses, who are always on 
hand if children are feeling unwell. 

Underpinning our warm pastoral approach 
is our commitment to the development of 
well-rounded students. Whilst attaining 
excellence in academics is our objective, 
our mainstay is to nurture confident, 
well adjusted, socially responsible young 
citizens. To this end, a number of proactive 
initiatives are developed each year by the 
Pastoral Team: 

Teen Chat: Planned annually, this event 
brings together parents, students, staff 
and selected guest speakers. The forum is 
informal and free, uninhibited discourse is 
encouraged. Guest speakers are drawn from 
a wide background to chat with students 
about diverse topics such as career choices, 
body image, sex, substance abuse and 
parent/ child relationships. 

Student Parliament: Students are 
encouraged to take on responsibilities 
as Form or Year representatives in the 
Student Parliament. This body allows 
students to participate in the running of the 
entire school by making suggestions for 
improvement in aspects that affect their 
learning environment. 

One-on-one support for every child 
Our School Counsellor is at hand to attend to students’ 
pastoral needs.  The Counsellor works closely with the 
Heads of Year, the Child Protection Officer and the Deputy 
Child Protection Officer to identify students who need 
help and to intervene in a timely and unobtrusive manner.  
Interventions include contacting Form Tutors and setting 
up initial meetings and then follow-ups with students, the 
CPO and the DCPO according to procedures set out in the 
Safeguarding and Child Protection Policy.A nurturing community

S e m p e r  P r o s p i c e
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Students at Hillcrest are encouraged to enhance 
their learning experience through contributing 
towards the growth and development of their 
surrounding community.  

All students in Year 9 undertake community 
service activities providing exposure to two or 
three different organisations through which they 
learn to give back to our community. 

The student-led Interact Club provides a further 
forum for students to get involved with the 
community. The Club raises money through 
innovative and creative methods thought up by 
Interact members. The next step in the process is 
to decide how best to use what has been raised. 
For instance in December, we fill buckets with 
dry food to feed families in Kibera over the festive 
season, distributed via Christian Mission Aid. 

Students also support two local primary schools, 
Tenderfoot and Grace Lighthouse; as well as the 
Kenyatta Pediatric Cancer Ward; Nairobi Hospice 
and Held Sister. Overall, Interact is an open group 
of students committed to making a difference in 
the community in Kenya.

Trips and Excursions
Hillcrest students are able to participate in 
various trips and excursions to enhance their 
educational experience and gain from exposure to 
the region, continent and world at large. Students 
go on trips as a result of clubs, activities and 
competitions that they participate in, as well as 
additional bonding trips that are offered.  These 
include outreach trips to Baringo, excursion trips 
to Mt Kilimanjaro, business trips across Europe, 
Ski Trips to Italy and more. 

Experiential learning encourages our students to 
develop resilience, independence and teamwork.  
It gives life to lessons from the classroom, 
providing a richer contextual reference. 
Hillcrest students are encouraged to develop an 
understanding of the world around them, building 
skills such as interpersonal communication, 
cooperation and an understanding for different 
environments and cultures.

Appreciating our wider 
community and environment
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“The pupils’ personal development is 
excellent.  In all three schools, the pupils 
display excellent levels of maturity for their 
age. They are articulate, self-confident and 
socially assured. They have an extremely 
well-developed understanding of different 
cultures, reflecting the cultural diversity 
within the schools and show spiritual 
sensitivity. Relationships amongst pupils and 
between pupils and staff are excellent.”
- Extract from the recent inspection report from the Independent Schools Inspectorate
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Supporting our students to pursue their dreams and 
create successful futures is a key part of our vision 
at Hillcrest and guidance begins in Year 9, continuing 
through to the UCAS process in Year 13.

100% of our graduating class would normally pursue their 
education beyond secondary school, most going direct to 
university, with a small number each year deferring their 
studies to take a ‘gap’ year of work and travel. Hillcrest’s 
annual university placement: United Kingdom 60-65%; 
United States and Canada 25-30%; Australia, South Africa, 
Netherlands and others 5-10%.

The process of career selection, and the steps required to 
attain it, involves Hillcrest alumni, parents and staff, who 
give valuable insight to our future graduates. Students are 
given the opportunity to explore different career options 
through a number of initiatives as well as through the 
input of our proactive Careers Department: 

Subject Guidance and Taster Days: During Term 3, Year 9 
students are given valuable insight into which subjects are 
required in order to pursue a wide variety of careers. Year 
11 students are given a Subject Taster Day in which they 
are allowed to try out different A Level subjects. 

Work Experience: Involving placement on an employer’s 
premises in which a student carries out a tasks and duties 
as an employee, but with an emphasis on the learning 
aspects of the experience. Year 10s have a week-long 
work experience at the end of their exams in June. Year 
12 students also experience the opportunity to complete 
a work experience programme towards the end of each 
academic year. Before placements, students are guided 
on resumé building and applications to employers.

Careers Encounters Fair: Giving students the chance 
to meet and interact with over 70 members of the 
community, representing numerous professions. 

University Fairs: Two major university fairs are offered 
to Year 12s. While these primarily focused on the UK 
Universities, exposure is given for University options on 
other continents through attendance of additional fairs 
such as the IACAC Fair and Ivy League Fair. A general 
University Options session gives students and parents an 
overview of the diverse opportunities available across the 
US, Canada, UK and Australia — as well as in Kenya. 

Hillcrest Conversations: Regular talks by Hillcrest Alumni 
and other notable members of our community are a 
stimulus for students to expand their ideas and imagine 
previously unthought of futures. 

Exploring wider horizons

S e m p e r  P r o s p i c e
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Students join Hillcrest Secondary at two main entry 
times — Year 9 (aged 13) and Year 12 (aged 16). 

Entry into Year 9 is dependent on completion 
of the Common Entrance (13+) or Scholarship 
Examinations.  

Entry into the Sixth Form (Year 12) at Hillcrest is 
dependent upon students attaining five C grades 
and above at GCSE level or equivalent examinations 
in the prospective student’s current school. This 
includes English and Mathematics. 

The transition of any student to an AS/A Level 
qualification [in any subject] is conditional on 
attainment of a grade C  in the IGCSE extended 
exam in that particular subject. This is the 
minimum requirement for students, however most 
departments will demand a B-grade and above as 
the entry point. Individual A Level courses will have 
their own entry requirements and this is discussed 
face-to-face on appointment with the Headteacher 
or Head of Sixth Form. 

Boarding Application 
Hillcrest offers a first class boarding facility 
with a flexible approach to boarding for students 
aged 10 years and over. We see boarding as a 
positive opportunity for students to enhance their 
learning experience, as well as to explore living in 
a purposeful, multicultural community and grow 
in independence. For more information on our 
boarding offer and the application process please 
refer to our Boarding at Hillcrest International 
Schools booklet. 

Scholarships 
Hillcrest is committed to broadening student’s 
opportunities to access the education it offers and 
has a programme of scholarships to recognise 
academic, artistic, dramatic, musical, athletic 
and all round talent in new students. Scholars 
are encouraged for the contribution they make 
to school life and for the role they play in raising 
the aspirations of other pupils. The number of 
awards made in any year is based on the quality 
and circumstances of candidates. Details can be 
obtained from the website. 

Joining Hillcrest Secondary School



Tel: +254 (0)20 266 2139/41, (0)724 255 444, (0)733 255 442
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